
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



PEBPACE. 

On March 16, 1883 (Proc. Vol. XX, p. 649), Prof. J. P. 
Lesley, the Librarian of the Society, reported that he had 
completed his manuscript condensed copy of the Proceedings 
of the Society from 1744, the date of its earliest records, to 
the last meeting in December, 1837, after which time the 
Proceedings were regularly printed, the first issue of 1838 
being numbered one. From the minutes, which occupy ten 
volumes in the handwriting of various distinguished mem- 
bers of the Society, the manuscript for the printer was 
arranged by Prof. Lesley according to the system reported 
by him to the Society (Proceedings Vol. XX, p. 675 et seq.), 
" using a certain number of easily understood contractions, 
such as Soc, Lib., Don., Com., for Society, Library, Dona- 
tion, Committee, &c, * * * giving important resolu- 
tions verbatim, * * * following unusual spellings by the 
signal (sic)." 

The importance of the present publication will be still 
more comprehended when it is realized that these early 
records have been always exposed to the danger of destruc- 
tion, most especially by fire, in which case, as no copy of 
them is known to exist, such a loss to the Society would be 
irreparable. 

"Most of the names of noted Philadelphians appear in 
these minutes as well as many famous men of other por- 
tions of the United States and of foreign countries. 

" Not the least important feature of the record is its ropre- 
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sentation of the first appearance of potent ideas ; the first 
steps for the improvement of the mechanic arts ; the first steps 
taken in scientific paths ; early explorations of the New 
World, with a pronounced eagerness to import the faculties 
of the Old World into it. It is not so much a record of the 
growth of au American Society as a record of the growth of 
society in America, and in this sense alone it possesses an 
extraoi'dinary historical value. * * * The reader will 
probably feel what the biologist experiences while spending 
some hours in watching through his microscope the meta- 
morphosis of one of the protozoa." 

Those great men who sought to promote useful knowl- 
edge in America wasted no time in futile and objectless 
researches; it will be noticed that among their earliest 
endeavors was a plan to construct a canal to connect the 
watera of the Delaware and Chesapeake bays, and yet 
another to encourage the growth and manufacture of silk 
in Pennsylvania, the former not accomplished till over a 
half century later, the latter only successful within the past 
decade. 

The multifarious duties and engagements of Prof. Lesley 
not permitting him to superintend the printing of the vol- 
ume which he had prepared, I was requested by the Presi- 
dent of the Society, Hon. Frederick Fraley, LL.D., to see it 
through the press, and in so doing I have read and corrected 
all the proofs, and have prepared the first Index, that of sub- 
jects ; the second, that of names, was entrusted to the assist- 
ant to the Librarian, but the work was supervised and the 
proof read by myself. 

The publication of these minutes, (to use the language of 
the Report above referred to,) " it is to be hoped, will give 
a lively satisfaction to the members of the Society, who 
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will then for the first time be able to gratify a natural and 

affectionate curiosity respecting the origin, growth, struggles 

and labors of the venerable institution to which they 

belong." 

Henky Phillips, Jr., 

One of the Secretaries of the A. P. S. 
Philadelphia, November, 1884. 



